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Implosion of MDC-T tragic  

 

HARARE – A RENOWNED political analyst  has described  the 

current infighting within the Movement for Democratic 

Change led by former Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai (MDC

-T) as a tragedy to Zimbabwe’s budding democracy.  

 

Speaking at a public meeting organised by Crisis in Zimbabwe 

Coalition (CiZC) in Harare on Wednesday, April 30, 2014,  

Southern African Political Economy Series (SAPES) Trust Direc-

tor Dr Ibbo Mandaza said that the implosion of MDC-T is a 

tragedy he hoped would  be urgently resolved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“First of all, I can say it’s a tragic situation,” said Man-

daza.  

“We cannot allow or afford to lose a potent opposi-

tion movement in this country.  

“Our democracy had grown over the past twenty 

years because of this kind of interaction.”   

 

Dr. Mandaza said that opposition movements play a funda-

mental role in building democratic societies.  

“The MDC-T with Morgan Tsvangirai has been a very 

important factor in our society,” said Mandaza.  

“It is our hope that this issue will be resolved early. 

“The role of any opposition in any country is to two 

fold. One is to hold the ruling party and government 

of the day accountable.  

“The other is it is the channel through which to mobi-

lise and contain the discontent in the society.”.  

 

Mandaza cautioned Zimbabwe African National Union –

Patriotic Front (Zanu-PF) not to celebrate and warned of  pos-

sible civil unrest in the country because of the “unguided dis-

content”.  

“When you have the main opposition imploding, the 

real danger is that you will have unguided discontent.  

“The potential of civil unrest is real in this country,” 

said Mandaza. 

 

Dr Mandaza said that ZANU PF’s implosion is being delayed 

because they are in power and have access to state resources, 

whilst the opposition has nothing.  
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He suggested the need to develop political parties, not mere election movements in order to deal with intra-party democracy.   

“The fact that ZANU PF remains intact is because they are in power,” said Mandaza.  

“They have resources from the state.  

“The money and the cars they drive are from the state.  

“Tsvangirai regrettably since he was the Prime Minister has nothing. 

“Unless if you are in power you implode. 

“We need to develop political parties in Zimbabwe.”  

Zimbabwe facing a succession crisis – analysts  

ZIMBABWE is grappling with a structural “succession crisis” amid intra-political party conflicts and powers struggles within the 

Movement for Democratic Change led by Morgan Tsvangirai (MDC-T) and Zimbabwe African National Union Patriotic Front 

(ZANU PF). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking at a public meeting organised by Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) on Wednesday, April 30, 2014, on  the topic, In-

ternal party democracy and power struggles in political society: Wither succession politics in Zimbabwe?, Director of SAPES 

Trust, Dr. Ibbo Mandaza said Zimbabwe was facing a succession crisis. 

  

“We have a crisis in our country.  

“The crisis of succession is indigent in our society,” Said Mandaza.  

 

He pointed out that the succession predicament was evident in the ruling Zimbabwe African National Union Patriotic 

Front (ZANU PF) and opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC-T).  

Part of the audience at the Public meeting held at the Crowne Plaza 
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“The crisis in ZANU PF is only delayed by the fact that there are in power,” Mandaza said.  

“It’s an undercurrent that one cannot ignore. It’s there,”  

“The hierarchical process in politics where the leader becomes King is evident in Zimbabwean politics.  

“We change our constitutions both party and national to ensure that the leader becomes King. 

 “Regrettably the MDC have not changed the script.  

“The evidence so far is that they have not changed the script.  

 “It is all about Monarchy.” 

Dr Mandaza appealed to the MDC to change the script and challenge the hierarchical politics, urging the new generation of 

those below 50 years to transform the politics of the country.  

 

“The way forward is to challenge the hierarchical type of politics, monarchical politics and get into the 21st Century.  

“The solution is you the under-fifties. Change us please! ” 

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) Spokesperson Mfundo Mlilo, commenting on the ongoing infighting within MDC-T and suc-

cession politics in Zimbabwe, concurred that there was need for change from the main opposition.  

 

“The MDC is in a crisis of leadership,” said Mlilo, calling the problem “a cancer of personalistic political careerism. 

“MDC-T should depersonalise its politics and work on building strong institutions as opposed to strong men or women.  

“The problem of creating strong men for the movement creates leadership renewal problems. 

“The MDC needs to be reborn and articulate a new strategy that emphasizes a clear ideology because as it stands, it is 

ideologically vacuous. 

“They need to re-articulate a new national question that resonates with the masses and deal with challenges of elite 

capture that has diverted its agenda.”  

The Panel (from the left) : Psychology Maziwisa, Dr Ibbo Mandaza, Obert Gutu and Jacob Mafume  
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HARARE- CIVIL society and media organizations have contended that press freedom is under threat following recent arrests 

and detention of two Newsday journalists, Editor Nevanji Madanhire and reporter, Moses Matenga. 

 

The two scribes were detained six hours by police during the week leading to the World Press Freedom Day for publishing  the 

story of three year old Harare boy, Neil Mutyora, who was run over and fatally killed by a commuter omnibus fleeing from a 

police chase. 

 

The journalists were charged for the story titled, “Chihuri you are responsible” which police alleged was meant to  “incite pub-

lic disorder or public violence or to endanger public safety”. 

 

Media Institute of Southern Africa-Zimbabwe Chapter (MISA Zimbabwe) National Director, Nhlanhla Ngwenya, bemoaned the 

arrests which he said was an attack on the journalism profession. 

 

“For us it underlines the hazards that continue to exist for journalists operating in this country despite a new constitu-

tional dispensation,” Ngwenya said.  

 

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) spokesperson, Mfundo Mlilo in a separate interview  

raised concern over the arrests and the continued use of stringent legal frameworks that limit 

press freedom. 

 

“As Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition we remain worried by the continued use of stringent 

legal frameworks that limit press freedom such as archaic defamation laws, insult 

laws and criminal laws especially as highlighted by the arrest, detention and interro-

gation of two Alpha Media Holdings (AMH) journalists for doing their job in the week 

leading the commemoration of World Press Freedom Day. 

 

“Such arrests remain a threat not only to press freedom, but general freedom of ex-

pression which is a pillar of democracy in the country,” Mlilo said.  

 

 

Mlilo regretted the use of lawss such as Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act (AIPPA), Criminal Law Codification 

and Reform Act, and Public Order and Security Act (POSA) among others, under which media practitioners have been harassed 

or overregulated. 

 

“These laws should now be reformed in conformity with the new supreme law,” said Mlilo.  

 

 

The Media Alliance of Zimbabwe (MAZ) and the Zimbabwe Association of Community Radio Stations (ZACRAS) issued a  joint 

Press Freedom under still threat 

Mfundo Mlilo 
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statement following a last minute ban of the commemorations of the World Press Freedom Day by the Zimbabwe Republic 

Police (ZRP) on May 3, 2014. 

 

“The ban is an outright violation of constitutional provisions which seek to promote media freedom and access to infor-

mation,” the statement read. 

 

“The irony of the development is not only that it violates the rights of media to celebrate a day set aside for them, but 

that it also happens at a time when the Information and Media Panel of Inquiry(IMPI) is conducting countrywide visits 

to gather citizen’s views on the state of media in Zimbabwe. 

 

“As media organizations, we then wonder if the work of IMPI is genuine or a face-saver. “ 

 

 

However, MAZ and ZACRAS said despite the unfortunate happenings of the ban of the commemorations last week, the press 

deserved to be applauded for playing a pivotal role in providing news and information, especially on the salary gate scandal.  

 

“It goes without saying that the media has played a pivotal role in providing news and information especially on the 

salary gate scandal.” 

‘MDC-T must re-strategise’  

A FACTION  in the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC-T) that purportedly suspended  party leader, Morgan Tsvangirai,  

calling themselves MDC Team, has called for restructuring and re-strategizing within the party.  

 

Spokesperson of the MDC Team, Jacob Mafume, was speaking at a public 

meeting held by Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition in Harare on Wednesday, 

May 30, 2014 when he made the call. 

 

Mafume said that they had no intention of leaving the party and they 

were going to fight for reform within the party.  

“We have not formed a new party; we are the MDC and all we 

want is for the party to re-strategise,”Mafume said. 

“You cannot fight for democracy when you are a dictator in your 

own party.” 

 

Mafume accused 15 year party leader, Morgan Tsvangirai, of elevating himself into the ‘King’ of the party; also revealing the 

MDC Team tried to call for an early congress to which Tsvangirai refused.  

 

He refuted accusations from the crowd who questioned the legality of the meeting that tabled the early congress.  

“We do not need to ask permission from Tsvangirai every time we have a party meeting.  

Jacob Mafume 
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“Party meetings are within the constitution and we were within our rights to hold the meeting held at Mandel,” Ma-

fume added. 

 

Obert Gutu, representing the Tsvangirai-led faction of MDC_T ac-

cused the MDC Team of practising dirty politics and personalising 

party issues with allegedly direct attacks on leader.  

 

 “My problem with Mafume and his friends is their contin-
ued attack on personalities.  

“Let’s have issue based politics,” Gutu said. 

 

He added that Tsvangirai still had the numbers and would not be 

stepping down any time soon.  

 

Gutu went on to suggest that anyone who had a problem with how the party was being run would be better off forming their 

own party. 

 

Gutu noted that MDC-T was already evolving and challenged that anyone who had leadership desires should do so in a consti-

tutional manner.  

“As the MDC-T we are saying leadership renewal is coming and will be done in a systematic and constitutional man-
ner.  

“If you want to challenge leadership come to the conference” 

“We are a social democratic party.  

“As the MDC we are evolving the new MDC you are going to see will be more democratic, more Pan-African,” Gutu 
said.  

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  

Obert Gutu 

DATE PROGRAM VENUE TIME ORGANIZATION CONTACT 

14-15 May 2014 Survivor’s awareness 
mobilization workshop 
  

YWCA Harare 08:00am-
04:00pm 

Heal Zimbabwe Stha 
0772456739 

16 May 2014 Income generating 
project management 
training 

YWCA Harare 08:00am-
01:00pm 

Heal Zimbabwe Stha 
0772456739 

ACTIVITIES IN THE COMING WEEK 


